
 GREAT WAKERING PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Wednesday 12th July, 2017, in the Parish Council Offices, Little Wakering Hall Lane, Great Wakering, SS3 0HH, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

Present: -
Councillors L. Blunden, D. Efde, R. Green, N. Hookway, T. Hughes, R. Loding (Vice Chair), L. Rodger, M. Sawyer (Chair), F. Wheeler and B. Wilkins.
In attendance: -
S. Hyatt (Parish Clerk)
1.  The Chairman to declare the meeting open.

  Meeting declared open at 7.30pm.
2. To receive apologies for absence.

Councillors Flynn - medical, Goodwin – working, Brandon – holiday, Hughes – prior apology for late arrival.
3. To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with Section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.

Declarations of interest received from Councillor Loding – allotment holder - will leave for items 12 and 13. Councillor Sawyer – Memorial Hall Secretary – will leave for item 10.
4. To sign as a correct record the minutes of the Full Council Meeting              
held on 31st May 2017.   
           Resolved that the minutes be accepted.
5. Financial Matters.

a. To approve Payment Schedules for May/June 2017. Carried.

b. To approve Receipt Schedules for May/June 2017. Carried.

c. To approve the Financial Statement for the 3 months to 30th June 2017. Carried. 
6. To receive the Chairman’s report.
· St Nicholas churchyard grounds maintenance update.

· Fly tipping at Star Lane wildlife site, Taylor Wimpey informed. Need to ensure site access controlled now and after completion of building works.
7. To receive reports from the County Councillor and the District Councillors on County and District matters.
County Councillor Steptoe: 

· Deputy Portfolio holder for environment and economy/skills.

· Manchester bombing - need to ensure emergency plan current and flexible.

· Reporting issues on County website.  Query from Councillor Hookway -vegetation causing visibility issues at Poynters/Wakering Road junction. Councillor Loding – Barrow Hall Road complaint.
Councillor Hughes entered meeting at 7.45pm.

District Councillor Hookway:
· Attended Investment Board Meeting. Review Committee considered treasury management, RDC investment policy and how Sanctuary deal with properties, tenants and complaints, further meetings to be held.
· Attended treasury management training – RDC seek advice from company re investments, maximising assets. 
· Attended Southend Shoreline Strategy Meeting at SBC with Councillors Loding, Efde and Sawyer. SBC keen on RDC participation in strategy, issues re dealing with QinetiQ, MOD, site visit to be arranged.

District Councillor Efde

· Training discussed at Standards Committee.

· Attended treasury management training.
District Councillor Hughes:

· Attended RDC garden party with Councillors Efde, Hookway, Loding and   

Sawyer.
· Investment Board meeting re toilets at Rochford, Hullbridge and Rayleigh. Attended Hockley Parish Council Meeting as undecided re their toilets. Re Wakering toilets - RDC to address Parish Council.

· New Road, Poynters and Twyford tree and vegetation issues.
· Litter picking – volunteers wanted.

8. Councillor Sawyer proposes that prices be obtained to install the replacement wooden gate at the left hand side of the council offices. (The replacement gate was obtained some time ago but has yet to be installed). 
Gate purchased but not yet installed, Councillors Efde and Blunden volunteered. Item adjourned for volunteers to look at installation.

9. Councillor Loding proposes that secure palisade fencing be erected to replace the existing featheredge fencing on the right hand side of the council offices when the next section of allotment fencing is erected. 
Fencing vandalised, secure fencing for office required and opportunity available to obtain quotes when pricing allotment fencing.
Resolved that the proposal be carried.
10. Councillor Loding proposes that quotes be obtained to allow the reinstatement of the Memorial Hall notice board with the intention of sharing the costs with the Memorial Hall.

Councillors Sawyer and Wilkins left the meeting at 8.01pm.
Notice board belongs to memorial hall but felt fair as Parish Council uses half to make contribution to reinstate board. Not committing Parish Council to paying, only to principle of sharing cost.
          Resolved that the Clerk proceed to obtain quotes for future consideration.by  

           the Parish Council with the intention of sharing costs of notice board  

           reinstatement with the Memorial Hall.
Councillors Sawyer and Wilkins returned at 8.06pm.

11. Councillor Efde proposes that a Public Consultation document be produced and circulated to the Parishioners of Great Wakering, in relation to Great Wakering Common. The document content to be agreed via a committee.
Felt that due to public interest a public consultation was required to give Parishioners opportunity to comment before Full Council makes ultimate decision. Consultation designed to encompass whole Community and obtain range of views. Committee Meetings open to public allowing transparency. Public can address Council whilst Committee formatting document during the public participation section of the Meeting. Local Authorities make decisions based on evidence and information and Council must operate within the law. 
      a) To agree the formation of a Committee.

           Resolved that a Committee be formed.
     b) To review delegation arrangements and agree the remit of the Committee.   

         Resolved that the remit of the Committee is “to produce and circulate a public   

         consultation document and to scrutinise replies before returning to Full  

         Council”.
       c) To agree the members of the Council to serve on that Committee. Committee   

            Members – Councillors Loding, Efde, Blunden, Rodger, Sawyer, Hughes,    

            Hookway and Wheeler.
12. That the Clerk be allowed delegated responsibility for a maximum amount of £200 per financial year to allow the cutting/strimming of vacant plots in order to prevent nuisance to neighbouring plot holders.

Councillor Loding left the meeting at 8.30pm.
     Resolved that the Clerk’s request be agreed as per the proposal.

13. To agree the date of a presentation evening to award the prizes to the    

winners of the 2017 allotment competition.

      Resolved that the presentation takes place on the 23rd August before the next  

      Full Council Meeting.

Councillor Loding re-joined the Meeting at 8.32pm.
14. At the Chairman’s discretion the exchange of relevant Council   

     information.

     Footpath Report received from footpath reps:

· ECC cutting schedule includes 7,11,13,17,22,26 and 28. Additionally last year 8, 14 and 32 included. Full report available on website. 
· Report missing way arrows to Clerk.
· Missing footpath post at Mill Barn fishing lakes – Clerk to inform ECC.

     Memorial Hall Report from Councillor Rodger:
· AGM, committee membership, finance, lettings, works and day centre dinner help.

     Transport Users Group Report from Councillor Rodger:
· Attended travel meeting, ECC presentation, reps from Stephensons, First, Wyvern but non-attendance of Arriva. New timetable for number 7 -changing to 2 buses an hour and terminating at Hockley.

Councillor Rodger - Litter bin missing outside chip shop. After complaints Clerk had raised issue re accessibility with RDC. Clerk to chase RDC.

Councillor Wilkins – concern re shop signage.
Councillor Loding- Essex Highways to commence Mariners/Beach Court works in approx. 4 months. Concern re churchyard cuttings - fire risk and cuttings left on graves. At Full Council 12th November 2014, produced transcript and requested it be added as exempt appendix. Now declare it no longer exempt or confidential and copy to be sent to Essex Records Office. Attended Shoreline Strategy Meeting, SBC admitted responsibility for New Ranges but area owned by MOD/QinetiQ and hard to make headway. Old strategy included area, new strategy does not as SBC told by DEFRA not appropriate. Clerk requested to call Sea Defence/ESG Committee Meeting. Attended RDC Chair’s garden party.
15. The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Great   

           Wakering to address the Council only once in respect of business  

           itemised on the agenda (3 minutes each at Chairman’s discretion). 

           J Whatley – commended Parish Council on stance on consultation document  

           and discussed recent correspondence with PC.
           K Snell, G Heven, P Rae, G Cain, K Price, C Seagers – Common, Committee,  

           content and timing of consultation document and vehicular access to common.
           A Bentall – spoke as Common landowner, gate locking highlighted.
           Council response – registered common land and this will not change, need to  

           go through appropriate legal process. Land protected by statute law, 

           speculation re development and closure incorrect. Parish Council needs to 
           consider unquantifiable potential liabilities and make informed view and  

           judgement re future risk.

           Parishioner - allotment query.

           L Marshall – concern re Red Lion site and footway.

           C Seagers – shocked by lack of inclusion of area 10 in flood defences,  

           inspected October 2010, state of defences there the weakest at any point.  

           ECC footpath cutting timetable, especially footpath 15. Long defunct lamp on  

           bend towards Georges Brewery . 

Councillor Green apologised and left the Meeting at 9.20pm.
16. Exclusion of the Press and Public. 
      To agree that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the remaining business on the grounds that exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 would be disclosed. 
       Resolved that the public be excluded.

17. Councillor Sawyer proposes to agree the award of the contract for the  

     grass cutting of the common.

      Concerns voiced and, issues of natural versus managed land discussed,  
      Resolved that the contract be awarded to Mr Ford.
Meeting Closed 9.40pm.   
Date of next meeting – 23rd August, 2017 – Full Council Meeting
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